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Preamble 

 
Master Builders Australia represents the interests of all sectors of the building and 

construction industry. 

The Association consists of nine State and Territory Builders’ Associations with over 

24,000 members.  These members operate in the following sectors: 

• housing 

• commercial/industrial 

• civil engineering 

• manufacturing and supply 

• specialist contracting 

The members range in size from large multinational and national contractors to small 

subcontracting businesses. 

The building and construction industry in Australia contributes $72 billion1 of activity 

annually.  It has approximately 210,000 businesses and 440,000 specialist trades 

businesses operating within it, employing some 773,000 persons2. 

There are three key sectors to the building and construction industry, namely: 

1. housing construction; 

2. commercial and industrial construction; and 

3. civil and engineering construction. 

Housing construction is the largest of the three sectors, undertaking work amounting 

to around $32.5 billion, or 4.25% of GDP; followed by civil and engineering 

construction with a turnover of some $24.5 billion, or 3% of GDP; and commercial 

and industrial construction at around $15.5 billion, or 2% of GDP. 

 

                                                 
1 ABS Cat. No. 8755.0 
2 ABS Cat. No. 6203.0 
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Barriers that Require Further Action 

After reading the discussion paper, Master Builders agrees with the identified barriers 

and deficiencies listed in the paper. 

Master Builders strongly agrees with dot point nine in section five of the discussion 

paper which states: 

Energy efficiency is not broadly integrated into current curricular of TAFE and 

universities or the professional development programs of both professional 

and trade organisations. 

 

National Regulation, Training and Information 

Further to the above, Master Builders believes the main barrier to face the industry is 

the delivery of information, training and nationally consistent regulations. 

Currently we are seeing State governments and local governments developing stand-

alone energy provisions that differ greatly, all with good intentions.  However these 

provisions are very difficult to comply with, especially on development/building 

companies that work across boarders at a national level. 

To further regulate for “green construction” would be a difficult task to get the balance 

right and avoid stifling development of those initiatives where a measured amount of 

sustainable design in a building has delivered improved outcomes. The added 

challenge is that whilst a holistic nationally consistent approach is the correct way to 

implement much needed it cuts across several jurisdictions and state legislation and 

would be difficult to implement in an efficient way.  Therefore the creation of an 

overarching organisation that has the carriage of the development of policy and 

programs with the active involvement of industry to pursue “green construction” 

should be considered.   

Master Builders believes a more fruitful and efficient outcome would be to deliver a 

national framework that would deliver consistent regulatory control across Australia.  

This would allow industry and governments to maximise resources and assist in the 

delivery of cost-effective training programs across Australia. 

With most States moving towards programs that all licensed building practitioners 

require continuing professional development programs to ensure they can continue 
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to practice, a national model to train and educate all builders across Australia would 

be a desirable outcome to deliver better energy efficient outcomes. 

However, Master Builders is of the view that not only building practitioners need 

training and to be made aware of good energy efficient principals, but also the 

consumers, the mums and dads wishing to renovate or build a new home need to 

understand better the benefits of a good energy efficient home.  This way the client 

can request or specify higher and more energy efficient buildings once they 

understand the ongoing economic and social benefits into the future. 

Master Builders strongly supports a national regulatory framework and the best 

suited vehicle to deliver such a program is the Building Code of Australia.  The BCA 

can effectively deliver a national set of regulations that the industry will comply with in 

the simplest and most cost effective way. 

Master Builders does not believe that these controls should be dealt with through the 

planning system because the issues are technical requirements and local 

government planning systems are hemorrhaging now with the workload. 

The BCA needs to set minimum energy efficient building standards and by educating 

the consumer, areas wishing to capitalize on the ongoing benefits can do so and this 

will assist industry to develop skills and allow the bar to gradually lift increasing better 

and higher energy efficient outcomes. 

 

Incentive Scheme to Promote Energy Efficient Buildings 

There are attempts from all levels of government to deliver more sustainable 

buildings, however this is an ad hoc approach and there should be a national push to 

develop a national guideline or code to deliver acceptable sustainable standards in 

new developments. 

However the adoption of a national approach should not lead to further pressure to 

increase the cost of construction through the pursuit of national control of 

construction. 

Incentives for owners could include additional savings in energy costs by government 

rebates for owners who choose to adopt minimum requirements when building eco-

efficient buildings. 
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Local governments could reduce rates, waiver or reduce fees and charges for 

applicants seeking Council approvals for such proposed developments.  Water 

authorities could also look at an incentive program for reduced fees and charges for 

buildings that do not draw on the services and infrastructure needs when sustainable 

water management systems and programs are included in the building or 

surrounding environment. 

Appropriate tax incentives, such as accelerated depreciation and rebates, would also 

be an appropriate policy response. 

Existing standards and product labelling go a long way to inform consumers.  

However, an independent approval or accreditation body could assess all initiatives 

in the production of materials and designs and approve such against an industry 

standard or industry practice to ensure consistency and is supported by a national 

brand that is instantly recognised in the community that this material or system meets 

industry guidelines and is accredited. This will help designers and certifiers in using 

new systems in buildings. 

We do not believe that Standards Australia would be an appropriate body to 

undertake this role 

Furthermore, Master Builders suggests that Government should look at further 

incentive schemes to assist owners in choosing to specify building with greater 

energy efficiency, than the minimum set in the BCA. 

Programs to assist in the purchase of additional measures or appliance would 

accelerate the uptake of energy efficient principals. 

Information, education, training and awareness for the Committee and industry is the 

key, coupled with an incentive program which will produce excellent energy efficient 

outcomes across Australia. 

Master Builders welcomes the opportunity to participate in this important topic and 

would be more than happy to discuss these issues in more detail. 
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